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In 2004 Brian Whitaker was assistant youth minister at Castle Hills First Baptist Church (CHFBC).  

He and his wife Katie had served as short term missionaries in China with the International 

Mission Board (IMB) while in college.  For 4 years they had been praying for CHFBC to send a 

team to China.  In December of 2004 a team from CHFBC went to Wuhan, China.  From 

December 2004 through March 2007 four trips were made to Wuhan.  These trips included 

helping the IMB missionaries there in their ministry to college students.  In July 2007 the IMB 

withdrew its missionaries from Wuhan. 

 

In October 2005 CHFBC was invited to a meeting at The Cove, (Billy Graham's conference center 

in North Carolina).  The principal mission agencies (including IMB, Campus Crusade for Christ, 

Wycliffe Bible Translators) presented a challenge to evangelist Christians of Finishing the Task.  

This is the third broad movement in the modern missionary movement of the church.  This 

involves taking the gospel to every people group in the world.  A people group is a people 

having a unique culture and language located within the boundaries of another people and 

culture, such as the Navajo Indians in America.  The mission agencies had determined that 

there were approximately 6,000 people groups that had no access to the gospel in their heart 

language. To reach these people groups was beyond the ability of the mission agencies so the 

call was being made to the more than 56,000 churches in America to consider adopting one of 

the unengaged unreached people groups (UUPG). 

 

In the summer of 2007 Brian, Jim Hale, Todd Blackmon and Bill Patton began meeting weekly to 

pray for the Lord's leadership of a UUPG in China that CHFBC could adopt.  In March 2008 Jim, 

Todd and Bill went on a fact finding trip to River City, China, a city in Guangxi Province.  There 

they met Nathan and Christin, IMB missionaries, who took them to L-City, the principal city of 

the M-people.  The M-people are a UUPG.  In September 2008 a trip was made to River City 

North, China. The group was divided into two teams to visit two different UUPG's.  One of these 

UUPG's was the M-people.  This group was led by Nathan and Christin, and Janeen, another 

IMB missionary.  After the September trip was over, the church felt that the Lord was leading it 

to adopt the M-people.  In June 2009 a trip was made to River City North and part of the group 

went to the M-people, led by Janeen.  Nathan and Christin's 2 year term with the IMB had 

ended and Janeen's was to end in July.  The IMB was not placing anyone else among the M-

people and it was Janeen's advice that we would need a person who spoke Mandarin if we 

were to return there.   In June 2010 a trip was made to River City North but no visit was made 

to the M-people because we had no Mandarin speaker.  


