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In early October we met with Josh Collins.  Josh had been on two of the mission trips to River 

City North and his wife, Kim, had been on one.  Josh was taking seminary classes (while working 

full time) and the Lord led him to write a paper on coffee growing and marketing in China.  The 

more he researched the subject the more excited he became that God wanted him to establish 

a coffee business as a means of reaching UUPG's throughout Southern China. 

 

In late October a decision was made to forgo the trip in December due to the high cost of 

airline tickets.  The next trip was scheduled for March 8-18, during our Spring Break week. 

 

In November our planning team met with Andy Dietz, who shared these thoughts from his 

church's 13 years experience in China. 

a) He wished that his church had started a business platform when they first went 

to China. 

b) A business platform takes time to establish, while ESL (English as a Second 

Language) can be done immediately and meets a very present need throughout 

rural China.  He promised to send us copies of the ESL materials his teams use. 

c) The same faces need to go again and again so they are easily recognized by the 

nationals with whom they work.  Andy as mission pastor of his church had been 

on almost every trip during the 13 years. 

d) Another platform his church used was taking teams of doctors and dentists.  

These trips had been so well received that the local government built clinics for 

his teams to use when they came. 

e) Mandarin speakers were needed for each trip.  There were no Mandarin 

speakers in Borger, so he flew to Dallas and recruited speakers from Chinese 

churches who go with them to act as their translators. 

f) They provide scholarships for students to attend a nearby college where the IMB 

has a missionary.  Through the years several of these students have become 

believers and some now serve as their translators. 

g) With the increase in frequency of the trips, support letters are not practical as 

they tap the same people again and again in a short time frame.  They do a Short 

Term Missions Fund month in February where they solicit contributions for all 

trips during the year. 

h) Other churches in Borger that cannot support their own mission trips contribute 

to their Short Term Mission Fund. 

 


